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This session is designed to support teachers who 

are new to the A level Literature course. 

During the session you will:

• be able to ask questions about the A Level 

English Literature specification

• network with other teachers and share ideas

• learn about the support and other materials 

available for the A level Literature 

specification.

Aims



New to Pearson Edexcel materials

• Before this event you should have completed our new online self-paced 'A Level English 

Literature: New to Pearson Edexcel' interactive training course. 

• The materials on these slides refer to this training course

• If you have not seen this course, or would like a refresher, the link for the course is here.

https://pdacademy.pearson.com/courses/a_level_english_literature_new_to_pearson_edexcel.html


Questions from you

• Some of you may have submitted questions in advance through the survey included in the 

description for this event. 

• These will be addressed as we work through the materials today

• If you would like to ask another question, or have anything you want to discuss, please use 

the chat function at anytime!



Qualification Structure and 
Text Coverage



A Level Structure

Component Assessment Method Weighting

1: Drama Examination 30%

2: Prose Examination 20%

3: Poetry Examination 30%

4: Coursework Coursework 20%



Set Texts for A level



Assessment Objectives

Assessment Objective %

AO1 Articulate informed, personal and creative responses to literary 

texts, using associated concepts and terminology, and coherent, 

accurate written expression

20–30

AO2 Analyse ways in which meanings are shaped in literary texts 20–30

AO3 Demonstrate understanding of the significance and influence of the 

contexts in which literary texts are written and received

20–30

AO4 Explore connections across literary texts 10–15

AO5 Explore literary texts informed by different interpretations 10–15



Questions

Are there any questions about the: 

• structure of the course

• text coverage

• text choices

• assessment objectives?

Please put any questions you have in the chat.



Paper 1
Drama



Paper 1 – Drama

Overview of assessment

1 DRAMA

Paper length: 2 hours and 15 minutes

Section A: Shakespeare

One essay question from a choice of two on the studied Shakespeare text. (AO1, AO2, 

AO3, AO5 assessed)

Section B: Other drama

One essay question from a choice of two on the studied drama text. (AO1, AO2, AO3 

assessed)

30%

60 marks

Section A: 

35 marks

Section B: 

25 marks



Section A: Shakespeare – Example Question



Shakespeare – Extract from an exemplar



Section B: Other Drama – Example Question



Other Drama – Extract from an exemplar



Are there any further 

questions about Paper 1 

which we haven’t 

covered?



Paper 2
Prose



Paper 2

Overview of assessment

2 Prose

Paper length: 1 hour 15 mins

One comparative essay question from a choice of two on the studied 

prose texts text. (AO1, AO2, AO3, AO4 assessed)

20% 

40 marks



Paper 2: Prose – Example Question



Prose – Extract from an exemplar



Are there any further 

questions about Paper 2 

which we haven’t 

covered?



Paper 3
Section A: Contemporary 
Poetry



Paper 3

Overview of assessment

3 POETRY

Paper length: 2 hours and 15 minutes

Section A: Contemporary Poetry

One essay question from a choice of two comparing an unseen modern poem 

and one named poem from the studied collection. (AO1, AO2, AO4 assessed)

Section B: Poetry Collections

One essay question from a choice of two on the studied poetry period or author. 

(AO1, AO2, AO3 assessed)

30%

60 marks

Section A 30 

marks

Section B 

30 marks



Paper 3: Section A – Example Question



Contemporary Poetry – Extract from an exemplar



Paper 3
Section B: Poetry 
Collections



Paper 3: Section B – Example Question



Poetry Collections – Extract from an exemplar



Are there any further 

questions about Paper 3 

which we haven’t 

covered?



Paper 4
Non-examination 
assessment (NEA)



Paper 4

Overview of assessment

4 COURSEWORK

One extended comparative essay referring to two texts (2500–3000 

words) (AO1, AO2, AO3, AO4, AO5)

20%

60 marks



Key elements for NEA

• Students must select two texts from any period or genre other than texts that have already 

been studied. ​

• Students have to link the texts and engage with contexts and alternative interpretations.

• All five Assessment Objectives are addressed in the coursework, so choosing appropriate 

texts is very important.

• Students need to demonstrate sophisticated readings and their own critical arguments.



Support

Link to support

https://support.pearson.com/uk/s/feed/0D55p0000HPMjxZCQT


Are there any further 

questions about Paper 4 

which we haven’t 

covered?



Support and website



Website

Our A level Literature course has 

comprehensive support material for 

teachers which can be found on our 

website.

The link to the teaching and learning 

resources is here.

I am going to share my screen to give you 

the highlights! 

We have also just launched this new 

support guide.

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/english-literature-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/english-literature-2015/switch-to-pearson.html


© Pearson Education 2024

Our subject advisors are experts in their fields and are here 

to support you throughout the year.

English

Email: teachingenglish@pearson.com 

Phone: +44 (0) 344 463 2535 

             (Mon–Fri, 9.00–17.00)

Book an appointment with your Subject Advisor

Sign up to receive regular updates from your Subject Advisor 

on qualification news and support for your subject.

Subject Advisor Support

Clare Haviland

English

mailto:teachingenglish@pearson.com
https://outlook.office365.com/book/English@pearsoneducationinc.onmicrosoft.com/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/subject-advisor-updates-for-teachers-and-tutors.html


Find us on Facebook 

Pearson Edexcel Facebook Page

Don’t forget to follow us on Facebook for the latest 

updates about our qualifications. You can also find 

the latest updates from JCQ and Ofqual here too.

Click here to find our page, or scan this code

Facebook Teacher Groups

Be sure to also join our Pearson Edexcel A level 

English teacher group on Facebook. Created to 

give A level English teachers a private, professional 

space to have discussions. The group is managed 

by your Subject Advisor, Clare Haviland.

Click here to join the group, or scan this code

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61564320508035
https://www.facebook.com/groups/edexcelalevelenglish
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61564320508035


Find out more
 

For more professional development 

courses please see Pearson’s 

Professional Development Academy

https://pdacademy.pearson.com/


Your Feedback 
Matters

Following this event, you will receive an 

invitation to share your thoughts about 

the session. Your feedback is invaluable 

to us, as it helps us tailor our 

professional development materials to 

better meet your needs. Please don’t 

hesitate to let us know what you’d like to 

see more of and what areas you think 

could be improved.
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